
VVW News    -    January  2010
Goodbye 2009, Hello 2010

Good riddance to 2009. We survived. We knew going in the business environment would be tough. It lived
up to expectations, with consumer interest weakening throughout the year. Yes, indicators like the stock market
turned up, and the recession was declared over. But ask the 12.5% unemployed in Santa Clara County, and the
much greater number whose incomes are down significantly, and the light at the end of the tunnel during the
second half of 2009 was still flickering pretty faintly.

2010 will be better. Wine prices continue to moderate, always good news. At VVW we will focus on two
main objectives. The first is to continue our inventory overhaul. It is clear that for you, our esteemed clientele, the
new sweet spot is $15 to $35. This is where we will concentrate. It is never easy finding wines that combine
stunning quality with bargain prices, but our goal is to have a shop full of them. Expect to see a constant stream of
wines like Regis Minet’s Pouilly-Fumé (below), Textbook’s Cabernet Sauvignon (page 2), and Fort Ross’s Pinot
Noir (page 3). Being the most selective shop around is very rewarding. It’s our business plan.

Secondly, and equally important, we will have a dramatically revamped online presence, one that will make
buying wine from us much more convenient. Our plan is to have this in place by the end of the first quarter. We
can’t wait. Here’s to 2010!

WHITE WINE VALUE OF THE MONTH

2008 Bourgogne Blanc  (Lamblin)
This Chardonnay from Chablis is an amazing value. True to its origin, it is a dry, spare sort of Chardonnay,

with a bright, super-fresh character, a nice core of thoroughly charming fruit, and no oak. It has strong minerality,
to the point it seems you can taste a trace of the fossilized seashells that are abundant in Chablis’ soils. If you are
looking for an inexpensive house white, you can hardly do better than this.

2008 Bourgogne Blanc  (Lamblin)   $12.50
JANUARY HALF-CASE SPECIAL    10 Percent Off    $67.50

($67.50/6 bottles = $11.25/bottle)

PERFECT LOIRE SAUVIGNON BLANC

2008 Pouilly-Fumé  (Regis Minet)
This 2008 Pouilly-Fumé is as vibrant and zesty and delicious a Sauvignon Blanc as you have ever tasted. Regis

Minet ferments and ages exclusively in stainless steel to preserve freshness, and wow is this 2008 fresh! It has a
gorgeous, invigorating perfume, and on entry it seems almost light as it dances across your palate. But it leaves a
strong impression, of pure fresh fruit and minerality. Then in the back of the finish comes a hint of the flinty,
smoky character that is textbook Pouilly-Fumé. This is a simple wine, not a profound one, but often that is exactly
what you are looking for, and this one is simply perfect.

2008 Pouilly-Fumé  (Regis Minet)   $22.00
JANUARY HALF-CASE SPECIAL    15 Percent Off    $112.50

($112.50/6 bottles = $18.75/bottle)

HALF-CASE SAMPLER – 20 PERCENT OFF

2007 Southern Rhône Reds Sampler
Sablet, Vacqueyras, and Gigondas are the three wine villages that lie on the western flank of the imposing

Dentelles de Montmirail, just east of Châteauneuf-du-Pape in the southern Rhône Valley. Like Châteauneuf-du-
Pape, they had sensational success in 2007. This sampler includes one wine from each village.

1. 2007 Sablet  (Domaine de Piaugier) ...........................................................$ 18.00
75% Grenache, 25% Syrah. Lovely fruit flavors, lush mouthfeel, hidden tannins.

2. 2007 Vacqueyras  (Grand Montmirail)........................................................$ 20.00
65% Grenache, 25% Syrah, 10% Mourvedre. Ripe, rich, juicy fruit flavors with a
firmer tannic backbone.

3. 2007 Gigondas “Les Deux Juliettes-Vieilles Vignes”  (Grand Montmirail) ..$ 24.00
80% Grenache, 15% Syrah, 5% Mourvedre. Deep aroma combines fresh fruit and
earthiness. Tremendous balance and length in a rich, satisfying style.

2007 SOUTHERN RHÔNE REDS SAMPLER
2 bottles of each  -  20 Percent Off  -  $99.00

($99.00/6 bottles = $16.50/bottle)



IMPRESSIVE BARGAIN CAB – BACK TO THE FUTURE

2007 Cabernet Sauvignon “Napa Valley” (Textbook)
Over the last one and a half years sales of $100+ Napa Valley Cabernets have collapsed. Once unobtainable

and highly-allocated wines are sitting unsold. As this absurdly priced market crashes back to earth (another burst
bubble), production of these luxury wines is being curtailed. What are emerging are wines like this Textbook
Cabernet. Using fruit purchased from two superbly situated Napa Valley vineyards, this wine is a throwback to the
glory days of the 1980s, before Napa Valley Cabernets became over-priced, over-oaked, and excessively alcoholic.
It takes us back to the days when you could buy excellent Cabernets for $15-$25 that were balanced, fairly-priced,
and displayed a definite sense of place.

This small lot production (650 cases) is classic Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, especially if you remember
the wines of that era. Its lovely, pure Cabernet flavors saturate your taste buds without excessive viscosity or oak
influence. It is firm and long rather than jammy. It tastes like Napa Valley, not a manufactured house style. And
finally, it is remarkably reasonably priced. Is it the future of Napa Valley Cabernet? Let’s hope so.

2007 Cabernet Sauvignon “Napa Valley” (Textbook)   $22.00
JANUARY HALF-CASE SPECIAL    15 Percent Off    $112.50

($112.50/6 bottles = $18.75/bottle)

NEW ARRIVALS FROM ONE OF AUSTRIA’S GREATEST DOMAINES

Alzinger’s 2008 Wachau Whites
JANUARY SPECIAL - 15 PERCENT OFF
on purchases of six or more bottles of 2008 Austrian Whites

Regular 15% Off
           Price            Price       

2008 Grüner Veltliner Federspiel “Mühlpoint”  (Alzinger)............................. $ 35.00 $ 29.75
“Exceptional wine in every respect: amazing ’08, amazing Federspiel, amazing Mühlpoint.
Magnetically pretty aromas, superbly compact and mineral, nothing feline about it; taut but not
tight, with a lot of saltiness and mineral intricacy; and what a finish, fennel and mint and
morels. (+)” - Terry Theise, Importer

2008 Grüner Veltliner Smaragd “Loibenberg”  (Alzinger).............................. $ 65.00 $ 55.25
“Brighter, more blossomy-polleny aromas, more vetiver and malt; the palate grabs a seam of
mint and mineral and doesn’t let go; there’s the eucalyptus again, and the salty oyster-shell
tang; yet here the finish is rooty and earthy, with the mint retreating; the overall wine is racier,
more hyper than the Mühlpoint, but even more complex. (++)”

- Terry Theise, Importer
2008 Grüner Veltliner Smaragd “Steinertal”  (Alzinger)................................. $ 70.00 $ 59.50

“Funny! This wine is normally so herbal and Riesling-ish, yet here it smells vividly of GrüVe,
albeit with a little kaffir; the palate is calmer, more settled than usual, yet within it is a fugue of
nuance, as if it were jittery but in the next room; it’s stingingly present but also oblique and
peripheral, with all the fascination of important wine. (++)”

- Terry Theise, Importer
2008 Riesling Federspiel “Durnsteiner”  (Alzinger)........................................ $ 42.00 $ 35.70

“Here are the brashly stony aromas of ’08 Riesling; even a little grassy, yet the palate is
graceful and ladylike with pure fruit and charm; there’s a stony backdrop to an elegant and fine-
textured gentle graceful Riesling, but with an improbable clinging length.”

- Terry Theise, Importer
2008 Riesling Smaragd “Loibenberg”  (Alzinger)........................................... $ 70.00 $ 59.50

“Strikingly complex and fine aromas, high-bred roses and papaya and aloe and wisteria; the
palate is sublime, dewy, meltingly complex; afterglowy but not somnolent, still awake; the
divinity that lives in this is loving and restless; it walks through deep Spring woods, lost in
thought, walking fast. (++)” - Terry Theise, Importer

2008 Riesling Smaragd “Steinertal”  (Alzinger).............................................. $ 75.00 $ 63.75
“God knows it has its aroma – it’s giddy with fragrance. It’s in-the-zone, a citizen in a land
with a population of one. There is no comparable Riesling and for sure none as minty as these
‘08s; what sets this apart is its stunning solidity; you could drop a truck on this ice and it
wouldn’t crack. Yet the finish, equally solid, is somehow warm, albeit still ‘green’. (++)”

- Terry Theise, Importer
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2007 Châteauneuf-du-Papes
JANUARY SPECIAL - 15 PERCENT OFF

on purchases of six or more bottles of 2007 Châteauneuf-du-Papes
Regular 15% Off

BOSQUET DES PAPES              Price           Price       
2007 Châteauneuf-du-Pape  (Bosquet des Papes)............................................ $ 50.00 $ 42.50

“The 2007 Châteauneuf du Pape is a sleeper of the vintage. Its dark ruby/purple color is
followed by a medium to full-bodied wine revealing classic Provencal aromas of pepper, garrigue,
black cherries, plums, and a hint of earth. It is pure, broad, and savory with silky tannins and
a lush personality.  2009-2021 (91/100)” - Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate

2007 Châteauneuf-du-Pape “Chante le Merle”  (Bosquet des Papes).............. $ 85.00 $ 72.25
“The 2007 Chante Le Merle Vieilles Vignes comes from extremely old vines (90-100 years).
Exhibiting deep color as well as the great concentration, it appears to be the finest example of
this cuvee since the prodigious 1990. Terrific notes of licorice, incense, seaweed wrappers, black
raspberries, blackberries, and cherries are present in the incredibly complex aromatic display.
Deep and full-bodied with lots of roasted herb and meat juice-like characteristics, this big,
extravagantly rich, full-bodied wine possesses silky tannins as well as a finish that lasts nearly
50 seconds.  2009-2029 (95/100)” - Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate

MAS DE BOISLAUZON    
2007 Châteauneuf-du-Pape  (Mas de Boislauzon)........................................... $ 48.00 $ 40.80

“The 2007 Châteauneuf du Pape, a big time sleeper of the vintage, is well-worth buying.
The finest Châteauneuf ever produced at Mas de Boislauzon, it boasts a saturated ruby/purple
color as well as a spectacular nose of licorice, black raspberries, black cherries, and lavender, and
an exquisitely full-bodied, multidimensional and layered wine with not a hard edge to be
found. Tremendous depth, beautiful freshness, and admirable purity suggest this 2007 will
evolve for 12+ years.  (94/100)” - Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate

2007 Châteauneuf-du-Pape “Tintot”  (Mas de Boislauzon) ............................ $ 98.00 $ 83.30
“One of the finest examples I have tasted of a 100% Mourvedre Châteauneuf du Pape is the
2007 Tintot. Completely aged in small, old oak barrels, its inky/purple hue is followed by
notes of blueberries, acacia flowers, graphite, and camphor. The wine possesses huge
concentration, remarkably sweet, velvety tannins, and an exciting finish revealing tremendous
purity.  2012-2032  (94+/100)” - Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate

2007 Châteauneuf-du-Pape “Quet”  (Mas de Boislauzon) .............................. $ 98.00 $ 83.30
“The biggest surprise in these tastings was the phenomenal performance of the 2007 Cuvee du
Quet. The 2007's composition is 80% Grenache and 20% Mourvedre. This wine blew me
away. Since this is a PG-rated publication, I cannot print my original comments upon tasting
this wine. Let’s just say the exquisite aromatics were astounding. They include crème de cassis,
lavender, roasted meats, new saddle leather, and spice box. The phenomenal aromatics were
matched by equally compelling flavors, texture, and purity. Offering a thrill a second, this full-
bodied wine exhibits awesome concentration, impeccable balance, and a finish that lasts nearly
60 seconds. I had a difficult time spitting out this amazing elixir, and I kept returning to it
during the course of the morning tasting just to confirm my initial impression.  2009-2029
(100/100)” - Robert Parker, The Wine Advocate

2007 Bandols: Domaine Tempier
JANUARY SPECIAL - 15 PERCENT OFF

on purchases of six or more bottles of these 2007 Tempier Bandols
Regular 15% Off
           Price           Price       

2007 Bandol  (Tempier)................................................................................. $ 40.00 $ 34.00
2007 Bandol  (Tempier)..................................................................magnums $ 85.00 $ 72.25
2007 Bandol “La Tourtine”  (Tempier).......................................................... $ 60.00 $ 51.00
2007 Bandol “La Tourtine”  (Tempier)...........................................magnums $ 135.00 $ 114.75
2007 Bandol “La Migoua”  (Tempier) ........................................................... $ 60.00 $ 51.00
2007 Bandol “La Migoua”  (Tempier) ............................................magnums $ 135.00 $ 114.75
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PRE-ARRIVAL OFFER

2007 Northern Rhône Syrahs
Kermit Lynch Imports

“At KLWM we ardently love the pure Syrahs of the Northern Rhône. We think it is the greatest, most
diverse collection of terroirs for Syrah in the world, and despite the miniscule acreage, the prices remain more
than correct. Everyone knows by now that 2007 was a fabulous vintage in the Rhône Valley, and not one to
be missed from these top addresses.” - Dixon Brooke, Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant

DOMAINE CLAPE              –              CORNAS   
“Three generations of Clapes continue their tradition in Cornas with great pride. Vintage 2007 at

Cornas offers depth, concentration, and fine tannins. This is true Cornas at its best. It also tastes of integrity,
a Clape trademark. Kermit brings in ancient Clapes once in a while from the ’70s and ’80s–to ‘educate the
stafƒ,’ as he puts it–and what an education. The wine also shows timelessness–what was, still is.”

- Dixon Brooke, Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant

2007 Cornas “Renaissance  (Auguste Clape)....................................................................$ 54.00
2007 Cornas  (Auguste Clape) .........................................................................................$ 82.00

THIERRY ALLEMAND        – CORNAS
“Thierry’s simple philosophy–spending all his time in his vines growing perfect fruit, then aging the

fermented juice without manipulation or sulfur in barriques until bottling–produces some of the purest, most
expressive, noblest Syrah in the world today. The 2007s are gems, and older vintages collectors’ treasures.”

- Dixon Brooke, Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant

2007 Cornas “Chaillot”  (Thierry Allemand) ...................................................................$ 75.00
2007 Cornas “Reynard”  (Thierry Allemand)...................................................................$ 91.00

PATRICK JASMIN        – CÔTE RÔTIE    
“Patrick is yet another traditionalist (would you expect anything else?), and we are proud to represent the

few holdouts who remain true to the traditional style of grape-growing and wine-making in the Northern
Rhône. Witness here the ripe, roasted fruit of the vintage along with the trademark floral overtones of Côte
Rôtie. If you like them old, this will be a long-lived wine.”

- Dixon Brooke, Kermit Lynch Wine Merchant

2007 Côte Rôtie  (Patrick Jasmin) ...................................................................................$ 55.00

PRE-ARRIVAL TERMS: Minimum three bottles of each wine ordered. Half-payment due with order;
balance due upon arrival.
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437 California Avenue, 
Palo Alto, California 94306

B O T T L E  S H O P  &  T A S T I N G  B A R

 
 

From I-280 - Exit at Page Mill Road and head east on Page Mill 
into Palo Alto. Turn left (north) on El Camino Real. Turn right 
at the first traffic light on El Camino, which will be California 
Avenue. We will be on your right about halfway down the first 
block.

From US-101 - Exit at Oregon Expressway, and head west on 
Oregon Expressway into Palo Alto. Turn right (north) on El 
Camino Real. Turn right at the first traffic light on El Camino, 
which will be California Avenue. We will be on your right about 
halfway down the first block.

Free parking along California Avenue, in the Palo Alto Public 
Parking Garage on Cambridge Avenue, and in the Palo Alto 
Public Parking Lot on Sherman Avenue.

Tuesday 	 	 	 11 am - 7 pm
 Wednesday 	 	 	 11 am - 7 pm
 Thursday 	 	 	 11 am - 7 pm
 Friday 		 	 	 11 am - 8 pm
 Saturday 	 	 	 11 am - 7 pm

HOURS:

TELEPHONE

PARKING:

DIRECTIONS:

(650) 324-4903 																																						 						FAX: (650)  324-4976
www.vinvvinowine.com 	 info@vinvinowine.com
437 Ca l i fo r n i a  Avenue, Pa lo  A l to, Ca l i fo r n i a  94306

Tuesday - Thursday	 11am - 7pm
Friday	 	 	 11am - 8pm
Saturday		 	 11am - 7pm

B O T T L E  S H O P  &  T A S T I N G  B A R

www.vinvinowine.com													info@vinvinowine.com
(650) 324-4903                 									            FAX: (650) 324-4976
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VVW News
January 2010

JANUARY FEATURES:
	 2005 Barolos 

	 2007 Châteauneuf-du-Papes

 
JANUARY NEW ARRIVALS:
	 2008 Alzinger Wachaus

	 2008 Dönnhoff Nahes

	 2008 Lafon Macons

	 2007 Tempier Bandols 

2007 RED BURGUNDIES:
	 Robert Chevillon

	 Chandon de Briailles

	 De Montille

JANUARY VALUES:
	 2008 Lamblin Bourgogne Blanc

	 2008 Minet Pouilly-Fumé

	 2007 Fort Ross Pinot Noir

	 2007 Textbook Cabernet Sauvignon 

2007 RED RHÔNE RED SAMPLER
	 6 bottles - 20% off - $99.00

PRE-ARRIVAL SALE:
	 2007 Northern Rhônes

	 	 Auguste Clape

	 	 Thierry Allemand

	 	 Patrick Jasmin

PINOT NOIRS
Hartley-Ostini Hitching Post
	        
    
 Tasting Bar - Thursday 1/18
	      with Gray Hartley
 	
	
	

Satur day Ma y 17  – 12:30  pm  – 18  Wines fro m  7 P rodu cers

SPECIAL TASTING
THIBAULT LIGER-BELAIR

2006 & 2007 Côte de Nuits

Saturday March 28

Happy NEW YEAR!


